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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31 ST  DECEMBER  1972 


Council  Offices, 

Pont eland, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
NE20  9NS. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  once  again  my  privilege  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district* 

The  number  of  births  continues  to  decline,  there  being  32^  this 
year  compared  with  377  in  197*1  • Last  year  for  the  first  time  there 
were  no  stillbirths  in  the  district.  The  number  of  deaths  was  555 
compared  with  489  in  197^1  • Most  of  the  increase  was  in  elderly 
persons  dying  at  home  or  in  hospitals  or  institutions  within  the 
district,  especially  during  the  influenza  outbreak  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year. 

There  were  two  major  incidents  during  the  year.  The  first  was 
the  incident  at  Hazlerigg  on  8th  July,  described  on  Page  I7  and  in  an 
article  appearing  in  the  Lancet  during  October  this  year.  The  other 
v/as  the  case  of  cholera  in  a woman  infected  during  her  return  from 
Australia.  Both  these  incidents  took  up  a great  deal  of  time. 

The  Public  Health  Control  at  Newcastle  Airport  has  been  under  the 
control  of  this  Council  since  I966,  Until  197^  there  was  very  little 
to  do,  but  in  recent  years  the  work  has  increased. 

Since  this  may  be  the  last  report  addressed  to  this  Council  I 
have  written  a note  on  the  public  health  history  of  the  district 
during  the  last  100  years. 

Once  again  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
to  the  other  officers  of  the  Council,  to  local  doctors  and  nurses  and 
many  other  individuals  for  their  unfailing  co-operation.  I am  also 
grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  in 
and  support  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department, 


Yours  faithfully, 
H.  C.  T.  SMITH 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PARTICUL/iRS  OF  DISTRICT 


Area  in  acres 


• •••  ••• 


• • ••• 


Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 


Number  of  habitable  houses  ••• 


Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


Rateable  value  of  houses 

Other  propertie 


• • • 


••• 


Off*  •••  ••• 


•••  •••  •• 


• • • • • • 


81,746 
36 , 260 
11,559 
£34,150 

£2,404,225 

£1,076,577 

£3,480,802 


CH/iNGES  IN  POPULATION 


1951 

1956 

1961 


1972 


• • • • • 


Q 9 m • • • 


•••  •••  ^^?570 

• ••  •••  *^7?  ^70 


• • • 


••  •O* 


1966  

1971  


• • • • • 


• • • 


• • • • • « 


• • • • • • 


25 , 330 
33,470 
36,230 
36,260 


4. 


Numbers 

H.  F,  Total 


TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS I69  155 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 
Comparability  factor  •••  •••  •••  1.10 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Ratio  of  locally  adjusted  birth  rate 
to  national  rate  •••  0.66 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 5 5 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100 
live  births  ...  ...  ... 


STILLBIRTHS  ...  ...  •..  ...  ... 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  first  year)  ... 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live 
births 


... 


. . 


... 


. . • 


e . • 


ILLEGITIMATE  INFANT  DEATHS 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first 

four  weeks)  ...  ...  ... 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ... 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  first  week 
plus  stillbirths)  ...  ...  ... 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ... 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  ..* 


4 1 


4 1 


3 1 


324 


10 


Nil 

5 

Nil 

3 


4 

Nil 


TOTAL  DEATHS 270  285  535 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor  ...  ...  0.68 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ratio  of  locally  adjusted  death  rate 
to  national  rate  0.86 


Rates 

8.9 

9.8 

3.1 

15. 

15.^ 

12.3 

15.3 

10.4 


COMPj\EISCN  with  previous  lEiiRS 
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CAUSES  OF  INF/J^T  DEATHS 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
3. 


M 10  hours 

M 3 days 

M 3 days 

F 4 days 

M 1 week 


I Prematurity 
II  Oseophageal  atresia 

Hyaline  membrane  disease 

I Cerebral  haemorrhage 
II  Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn 

Spina  bifida 


Spina  bifida 


PLACE  OF  DEiiTH 


Home 

Hospital  and 
Institution 

Total 

A.  Deaths  in  District  •••  •••  ••• 

169 

274 

443 

B,  Outward  Transfers  •••  ••• 

16 

30 

46 

C.  Remaining  deaths  in  District  (A  - B) 

153 

244 

397 

D,  Inward  Transfers  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

158 

E.  Total  deaths  assigned  to  District 

(c  + d)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

299 

256 

353 
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PRINCIPAL  Causes  of  death 


Home 

Hospital  and 
Institution 

Total 

No, 

% 

No. 

No, 

% 

C3.nc  0P  •••  •••  ••• 

97 

(17.4) 

17 

(6.6) 

80 

(26.7) 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

167 

(30.1) 

77 

(30. 1) 

90 

(30,1) 

Cerebro  vascular  disease 

124 

(22.4) 

69 

(27.0) 

35 

(18.4) 

Other  heart  and 
circulatory  disease  ••• 

31 

(3*6) 

23 

(9.0) 

8 

(2.7) 

Respiratory  disease  • • • 

66 

(11.9) 

39 

(15.2) 

27 

(9.0) 

jt.11  other  causes  ••• 

32 

(9.4) 

18 

(7.0) 

34 

(11.4) 

Violence  •••  ... 

18 

(3.2) 

13 

(5.1) 

5 

(1.7) 

533 

256 

299 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  - 1972 


New 

Cases 

Inv/ard 

Transfers 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

A^e  Periods 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

1 - 4 

5-14 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

— — 

~ — 

15  - 24 

- 

- - 

- 

- - 

25  - 3^ 

_ - 

- 

2 

- - 

35  - ^+4 

1 

- 

- - 

- 

45  - 54 

- 

1 

1 

- - 

55  “ 64 

- 

- - 

- - 

65  - 74 

. 1 

- 

- - 

- - 

75+ 

2 

- 

- 

- - 

Total  • • • 

3 1 

1 

1 2 

- - 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - COMPARISON  V/ITH  PREVIOUS  YS/iRS 


New 

Cases 

Inward 

Transfers 

Deaths 

P, 

N.P. 

P. 

N.P. 

P.  and  N.P. 

Average  1951-55 

7 

5 

5 

1 

3 

Average  195^-60 

7 

2 

14 

2 

1 

Average  19^1 -65 

8 

2 

12 

- 

1 

Average  1 966-70 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1971 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1972 

4 

1 

5 

- 

3 

STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  - 1972 


'No.  of  cases 
on  Register 
at  beginning 
of  year  1 

New 

Notifi- 

cations 

1 

Inward 

Transfers. 

No.  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register 

No. of  cases 
remaining 
at  end  of 
year 

P. 

N.P. 

P. 

N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N 

.P. 

Males 

34 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2 

36 

8 

Females 

25 

11 

1 

- 

2 

2 

26 

11 

Total 

59 

18 

4 

1 

3 

4 

62 

19 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  1972 


New 

Cases 

Inv/ard 

Transfers 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

A^e  Periods 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

^ A % X • 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

1 - 4 

5-14 

- 

- 

- - 

- - 

— — 

~ — 

15  - 24 

- 

- - 

- - 

- - 

25  - 34 

_ - 

- 

2 

- - 

35  - ^4 

1 

- 

- - 

- - 

45  - 54 

- 

1 

1 

- - 

55  ” 64 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

65  - 74 

. 1 

- - 

- - 

75+ 

2 

- 

- - 

Total  • • • 

3 1 

1 

1 2 

- - 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Salmonella  Infections 


The  case  notified  was  an  infection  with  Salmonella  typhimurium 
phage  type  129  in  a child  who  had  been  to  Spain  on  holiday.  On 
investigation,  one  other  member  of  the  family  was  found  to  be  infected. 

A man  who  had  been  working  temporarily  in  a local  catering  estab- 
lishment became  infected  with  Salmonella  anatum.  Specimens  were  taken 
from  thirty  other  members  of  the  staff  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
food.  One  member  was  found  to  be  excreting  Salmonella  typhimurium 
phage  type  U 65*  This  person  was  kept  off  work  until  consecutive 
negative  specimens  were  obtained. 

Three  other  sporadic  cases  occurred  in  hospital  patients.  One  was 
a Salmonella  dublin  infection  at  Stannington  Children's  Hospital  and  the 
other  two  were  Salmonella  agona  and  an  un- named  Salmonella,  both  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital. 

Cholera. 


A lady  arrived  in  this  area  on  3rd  November,  having  travelled  by 
air  from  Australia.  She  stayed  with  friends  at  V/oolsington  until  8th 
November  and  then  moved  to  V/hitley  Bay.  On  5th  November  she  developed 
enteric  symptoms  but  continued  to  go  about  until  10th  November.  She 
was  admitted  to  the  (c^ueen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead,  on  that  day. 
Cholera  was  confirmed  on  11th  November.  The  source  of  the  infection 
seemed  to  have  been  food  eaten  on  the  'plane  after  a stop  at  Bahrein. 

The  family  with  which  she  stayed  and  another  family  in  the  district 
with  which  she  was  closely  connected  were  kept  under  surveillance  until 
15th  November.  Subsequently,  specimens  were  obtained  from  all  seven 
members  of  the  throe  families  and  found  to  be  negative  on  three  occasions. 
A check  was  made  on  a number  of  other  contacts  to  make  sure  they  had  no 
symptoms  and  that  their  occupation  did  not  involve  handling  food. 
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THE  INCIDENT  AT  HAZLERIGG 


On  8th  July  at  Hazlerigg  during  the  annual  gala  about  130 
children  and  four  adults,  all  members  or  associates  of  juvenile 
jazz  bands,  developed  a mysterious  ailment,  the  predominant  symptom 
being  abdominal  pain.  Police  and  ambulance  services  were  called, 
and  in  the  space  of  two  hours  168  children  and  four  adults  were 
taken  to  various  hospitals.  On  arrival  at  hospital  most  made  a 
rapid  recovery  and  were  sent  home. 

The  incident  attracted  intense  coverage  by  the  press  and 
television  authorities  but  was  not  considered  by  us  to  be  serious. 
Nevertheless  as  complete  an  investigation  as  possible  was  carried 
out,  attention  being  paid  particularly  to  the  use  of  selective  weed 
killer  on  the  fields  where  the  gala  was  held.  Questionnaires  v/ere 
sent  to  the  parents  of  as  many  as  possible  of  the  children  concerned. 

No  physical  cause  of  the  symptoms  could  be  discovered.  The 
pattern  of  the  illness  and  the  fact  that  no  local  children  were 
affected  led  us  to  the  belief  that  hysteria  was  the  main  factor.  The 
outbreak  was  a unique  one,  and  in  co-operation  with  a Dr.  East ham, 
who  saw  the  children  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  an  article  was 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  medical  press. 
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NiLV/CASTLE  AIRPORT 


The  following  are  the  basic  statistics  for  the  airport  for  1972. 


Arrivals 

Departures 

Aircraft 

Domestic 

3,^33 

3,426 

International 

1,654 

1 ,661 

Passengers 

Domestic 

161 ,658 

160,997 

International 

110,955 

114,029 

Freight 

4,51^  short  tons. 

Much  of  the  freight  is  domestic  rather  than  international.  During 
1972  there  were  some  imports  of  food  from  Europe  for  a limited  period. 

The  increase  in  the  passenger  traffic  during  197 
and  there  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
direct  flights  cire  arranged. 

2 was  considerable 
countries  to  which 

Regular 

direct  international  flights 

now  include 

the  following  - 

Norway 

Denmark 

Bergen 

Stavanger 

Kristiansand 

Copenhagen 

Italy 

- Rimini 

Rome 

Brindini 

Trieste 

Palermo 

Holland 

Amsterdam 

Rotterdam 

Yugoslavia 

Dubrovnik 

Pula 

Germany 

Munich 

Greece 

Corfu 

France  - Beauvais 

Tarbes 

Spain  - Gerona 

Alicante 

B-arcelona 

Malaga 

Palma 

Ibiza 

Mahon 


Rumania 

Tunisia 


Athens 

Constanta 

Tunis 

Monastir 


In  addition  thure  are  very  occasional  chartered  flights  direct  to 
North  America. 
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A full  account  of  public  health  control  v/as  given  in  the  annual 
report  for  1971 • During  1972  there  was  not  much  activity  in  this 
sector.  Summer  flights  to  Yugoslavia  commenced  on  21st  May  and 
because  of  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  that  country  arrangements 
were  on  hand  to  meet  incoming  flights  for  the  purpose  of  checking 
International  Vaccination  Certificates,  However,  the  outbreak  was 
declared  over  on  12th  May  and  the  arrangements  were  cancelled. 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants 

Doctors  Burnett,  Hubbard  and  myself  hold  certificates  of  appoint- 
ment as  Medical  Inspectors  of  Immigrants,  Very  few  long-stay  immigrants 
arrive  via  Newcastle  Airport, 

Statistics 


Total  number  of  arriving  Commonwealth 
citizens  subject  to  control  under  the 

Act  1969 

477 

Total  number  of  Commonv;calth  citizens 
medically  examined 

3 

Total  number  of  aircraft  carrying  aliens 

633 

Total  number  of  arriving  aliens 
(excluding  crews) 

6,876 

Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined 

None 

WARDENS  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 


The  five  wardens  appointed  continued  to  give  good  service  in 
keeping  a general  oversight  of  elderly  persons  in  their  villages  and 
visiting  as  required. 

During  the  year,  wardens  were  appointed  at  Stannington  and 
IVhalton. 

The  following  are  the  wardens  appointed. 


Name 

Address 

Telephone  No, 

Mrs, 

E,  Alexander 

26  North  Side, 
Stamfordham. 

Stamfordham  298 

Mrs, 

H.  V/atson 

21  Heddon  Banks, 
Heddon-on-the-V/all . 

Wylam  2^84 

Mrs. 

A.  Gill 

8 V/alter  Street, 
Brunswick  Village, 

Wideopen  4139 

Mrs. 

0.  Wilson 

28  Castle  Street, 

Hazier igg. 

V/ideopen  4020 

Mrs. 

E,  Mew 

20  Ridgely  Drive, 
Pontelando 

Pont eland  3048 

Mrs. 

W.  Bowman 

^ Beechlea, 
Stannington. 

Stannington  4^6 

Miss 

V,  C.  Foord 

Vi/halton  House  Cottage, 
V.Tialton. 

21, 


KISTORIC.^L 


NOTIC 


The  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  decreed  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
should  set  up  in  each  area  a Board  of  Guardians  and  in  I836  the  Castle 
V/ard  Union  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  administrating  this  Act.  The 
Union  consisted  of  77  Townships  or  Civil  Parishes  in  the  area  comprising 
the  present  Rural  District  and  the  present  Urban  Districts  of  Gosforth 
and  Newburn.  Kenton  and  Fawdon  were  also  included.  The  earliest  work- 
house  was  at  Heddon  until  the  Ponteland  workhouse  was  completed  in  1848. 

The  Public  Health  Act  of  1872  required  the  setting  up  of  local 
Health  Boards  throughout  the  country  and  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  of 
the  Castle  V/ard  Union  came  into  being.  This  Authority  did  not  include 
Gosforth,  which  formed  its  own  authority,  the  South  Gosforth  Local  Board. 
The  reason  for  Gosforth  separating  off  was  undoubtedly  the  need  in  that 
area  for  a proper  sewerage  system  if  it  v;as  to  continue  its  development 
as  a fasionable  residential  area, 

Newburn  became  a separate  Board  in  1893  just  before  the  Act  of  1894 
which  set  up  the  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils,  Castle  V/ard  Rural 
District  Council  met  for  the  first  time  in  January  1893*  The  fact  that  its 
predecessor  was  primarily  a Sanitary  Authority  may  account  for  the  fact  that 
the  Council’s  Health  Committee  meetings  are  still  incorporated  in  the 
monthly  Council  meetings.  The  association  v/ith  the  Board  of  Guardians 
was  a close  one  and  meetings  of  the  Rural  District  Council  were  held  in 
the  board  room  of  the  Ponteland  Hospital  until  193^ • In  the  earlier 
stages  the  Councillors  and  the  Guardians  wore  often  the  sam.e  individuals. 
Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  v;ere  held  on  a Thursday  morning  and, 
after  refreshment  at  the  Blackbird,  many  of  the  sejne  people  returned  in 
the  afternoon  as  Rural  District  Councillors, 

The  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  was  Dr.  G.  H, 
Fitzgerald  who  was  in  practice  in  Ponteland.  He  was  succeeded  in  1902 
by  Dr,  V/ilmot  Holmes,  After  Dr.  Holmes  retired,  his  partner,  Dr,  H,  J. 
Nicholson  was  M.O.H.  from  1944  - 49.  The  first  full-time  Public  Health 
Officer  was  Dr,  Madge  Hopper,  1949  - 64,  Dr.  Hopper,  like  myself,  had 
also  appointments  with  neighbouring  authorities. 

The  population  of  the  district  was  9»300  in  I9OI,  including  Kenton 
and  Fav/don.  These  districts  were  transferred  to  Newcastle  in  1933  with 
a loss  of  3,000  population,  fallowing  for  this,  the  population  of  14,300 
in  1931  was  approximately  double  the  I90I  figure.  In  the  next  twenty 
years,  1931  - 1971?  the  population  increased  by  two  and  a half  times  to 
36,000.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  the  area  was  mainly  agricultural, 
with  some  mining  villages  in  the  eastern  portion.  The  number  of  persons 
employed  both  in  agriculture  and  mining  has  declined  but  the  population  of 
Castle  V/ard  has  grown  because  its  south  eastern  portion  has  become  a 
residential  area  for  those  working  in  the  neighbouring  conurbation. 
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In  ^^0'\  the  birth  rate  was  25  per  1,0(X)  population  and  the  death 
rate  about  The  infant  mortality  rate  varied  considerably  chiefly 

on  account  of  outbreaks  of  summer  diarrhoea;  the  average  figure  for 
the  years  190^  "bo  19^10  was  118  per  1,000  births* 

Outbreaks  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  early  1900 's  and  again  in 
the  mid  1920 ’s.  In  1903  there  was  a serious  outbreak  among  workmen 
who  lived  in  huts  belonging  to  the  Nev/castle  and  Gateshead  V/ater  Company 
at  Matfen.  The  first  cases  occurred  on  3rd  Febnaary.  The  outbreak  is 
described  in  the  annual  report  of  Dr.  Herabrough,  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

’’The  disease  was  brought  into  the  district,  as  is  so  frequently  the 
case,  by  a tramp. 

”If  an  object  lesson  were  required  by  sanitary  authorities  on  the 
folly  of  omitting  to  provide  an  isolation  hospital  the  history  of  and 
the  difficulties  connected  with  the  above  outbreak  would  provide  such 
a lesson. 

’’The  sanitary  authority  as  custodians  of  the  public  health,  suddenly 
found  themselves  called  upon  to  isolate  five  cases  of  a dangerous 
infectious  disease  (with  every  probability  of  this  number  being  largely 
augmented)  and  with  no  means  of  carrying  such  necessary  isolation  into 
effect. 

> 

’’The  two  cases  which  occurred  on  3rd  February  were  removed  to  a 
v/ooden  hut,  at  a dista.nce  from  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  V/ater 
Company.  When  on  the  following  day  three  additional  cases  were  found,  the 
Water  Company  proceeded  to  enlarge  the  hut  and  as  on  12th  and  13th 
February  four  fresh  cases  developed,  the  sanitary  authority  ordered  a 
hospital  tent  and  all  the  necessary  furnishings  which  were  got  ready  for 
use  as  quickly  as  possible*” 

The  hospital  tent  was  blown  down  in  a gale  on  27th  February.  There 
v;as  great  difficulty  in  persuading  the  occupants  of  the  huts  to  be 
vaccinated  but  the  two  nurses  ’’who  in  matters  of  vaccination  were  proof 
even  against  a bribe”  developed  smallpox  and  on  l6th  February  four  new 
cases  occurred  in  one  hut  and  this  seemed  to  break  down  resistance.  Cases 
continued  to  occur  until  19th  March  and  the  last  case  was  not  discharged 
from  hospital  until  19th  May*  In  all  there  were  26  cases  and,  surprisingly, 
no  deaths. 

The  hospital  tent  was  again  used  in  1904  when  there  were  two  small 
outbreaks,  one  at  Gosforth  Park  and  the  other  a.t  Fawdon  Square.  Since  it 
took  48  hours  to  erect  the  tent  it  did  not  make  for  prompt  isolation  of 
patients.  Nevertheless  it  remained  the  Council’s  defence  agvUinst  small- 
pox till  1918  when  arrangements  were  made  with  Gosforth  to  have  cases 
admitted  to  their  isolation  hospital.  This  arrangement  did  not  seem  to 
work  out  when  further  outbreaks  occurred  between  1925  and  I92S  and  most 


of  the  cases  went  either  to  Ashington  or  to  Newcastle’s  hospital  on  the 
Town  Moor, 


Until  1904  when  the  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Lemington 
was  opened  there  was  no  provision  for  the  isolation  of  other  infectious 
diseases.  The  hospital  at  Lemington  had  been  mooted  at  least  as  early 
as  1888  but  was  finally  ready  in  the  autumn  of  1904,  It  v/as  a joint 
venture  with  Newburn  and  Gosforth.  There  v;ere  52  beds  in  three  wards 
used  for  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid.  At  first  it  was 
difficult  to  persuade  parents  to  let  their  children  go  to  hospital  but 
as  time  went  on  all  cases  of  diphtheria  and  typhoid  and  most  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  were  admitted. 

Dr.  Fitzgerald  describes  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  I896. 

”A  serious  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  at  Fawdon  Square,  a 
colliery  village  on  the  borders  of  your  district.  On  the  3'lst  December, 
1895 1 a case  each  was  reported  to  me  by  Drs.  Hedley  and  Hunter.  On 
making  enquiries  I was  informed  that  Crozier,  Hunter’s  case,  was  the 
first  attacked,  as  he  returned  ill  with  abdominal  pains,  having  drunk 
some  impure  v;ater  at  work.  Subsequent  cases  were  reported  to  me  on  the 
1st,  4th,  13th,  23rd,  and  29th  February,  and  the  last  on  the  I6th  April. 
Seeing  the  condition  of  the  houses  and  their  surroundings,  and  the  want 
of  accommodation  and  air  space,  I wrote  to  your  chairman  urgently 
requesting  that  something  be  done  for  isolation.  After  consultation  with 
the  other  councillors  it  was  suggested  that  the  colliery  managers  be 
requested  to  meet  us  at  Fawdon,  which  was  arranged  for  the  following  day, 
7th  February,  Your  officials  and  chairman  having  met  the  colliery 
officials,  the  various  defects  were  pointed  out  to  them,  who  promised  to 
give  them  immediate  attention.  Throe  recently  renovated  houses  were 
given  to  us  for  a temporary  hospital,  after  which  we  proceeded  to 
Newcastle-on- Tyne  and  bought  the  necessary  furniture,  and  engaged  a 
trained  nurse,  who  had  to  be  supplemented  by  a second  nurse  in  a few 
days.  The  sick  persons,  their  relations,  and  their  medical  attendants 
were  glad  to  utilize  the  hospital,  there  being  as  many  as  five  patients 
in  at  one  time;  the  central  house  was  occupied  by  the  nurses.  The 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the  hospital  and  approved  of  the 
arrangements.  On  vacating  the  hospital  the  furniture  and  rooms  were 
disinfected.  The  furniture  is  at  present  stored,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Guardians,  in  the  VJorkhouse  Fever  Hospital.  The  tliree  houses  where 
the  fever  originated  were  disinfected,” 

Outbreaks  of  typhoid  continued  to  occur  up  till  I9IO  and  sporadic 
cases  occurred  most  years  up  till  1940.  In  I906  there  were  26  cases, 

24  of  them  at  Dinnington  Colliery.  This  outbreak  occurred  over  a period 
of  four  months  and  was  thought  to  be  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  ashpits 
and  yards,  A high  proportion  of  the.  cases  of  typhoid  in  the  next  1? 
years  were  at  Dinnington  Colliery,  Dr,  Holmes  remarks  in  his  report  for 
19*1 5 that  one  family  had  three  separate  outbreaks  but  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  groat  effort  made  to  find  carriers  of  the  disease,  who  would 
be  the  most  likely  source  of  the  continuing  outbreaks. 
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More  than  ^0  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  each  year  and  there 
have  been  14  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  present  century.  In  193^ 
there  was  a serious  outbreak  at  Stannington  Children's  Sanatorium  where 
there  were  193  cases.  During  the  1930 's  regul?.r  outbreaks  of  both 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  occurred  at  this  institution. 

Outbreaks  of  diphtheria  also  occurred  each  year.  The  mortality 
from  this  disease  was  around  20a’  until  I9IO,  but  with  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin becoming  available  the  mortality  subsequently  dropped  by  two- 
thirds.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  started  in  1936  and  this  Council 
were  responsible  for  the  service  up  till  1948.  The  immunisation  campaign 
really  got  going  in  1941, after  which  the  number  of  cases  dropped  consider- 
ably. There  were  two  cases  in  194?  and  there  have  been  none  since  then. 

The  first  recorded  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  in  1924  when  there 
were  two.  Only  three  further  cases  occurred  before  1950.  In  the  early 
1950's  there  were  ten  cases,  of  which  two  were  fata.1.  In  this  disease 
the  picture  has  been  transformed  since  vaccination  was  introduced  in 
1956,  and  in  Castle  V/ard  no  cases  have  occurred  since  1955* 

Tuberculosis  did  not  become  notifiable  until  1912.  Preventive 
measures  became  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  who  provided 
sanatoria  at  Barrasford  and  V/ooley,  and  a children's  sanatorium  at 
Stannington.  In  1913  there  were  30  notifications  of  tuberculosis  and 
20  deaths.  During  the  1930 *s  the  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of 
deaths  went  down,  but  both  figures  went  up  again  during  the  ’war.  After 
1950,  with  modern  antibiotic  treatment,  BCG  vaccination  and  the  improvement 
in  the  nutritional  and  housing  standards  of  the  population,  the  number  of 
new  cases  dropped  and  tuberculosis  became  a much  less  serious  disease. 

It  is  now  seldom  fatal  and  with  proper  treatment  cases  can  be  cured  in  a 
matter  of  a few  months. 

To  write  comprehensively  about  environriiental  health  would  be  very 
difficult  and  only  a few  points  will  be  mentioned.  The  water  supply  for 
Ponteland  village  was  very  inadequate  at  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
being  mainly  derived  from  wells.  The  situation  was  not  improved  until 
1911  v/hen  the  Ne’wcastle  and  Gateshead  \7ater  Company  laid  a water  main  to 
the  village. 

In  1912  the  water  supply  to  the  district  was  as  follows: - 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  supply  ,,  .,  1,048  houses 


Private  piped  supply  320  " 

No  piped  supply  ,,  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,066  " 

Total  inhabited  houses  2,434 


In  many  cases  the  piped  supply  was  to  an  outside  standpipe. 
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In  the  next  ^ years  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  supply  gradually 
extended  to  two-thirds  of  the  houses*  The  Council  provided  supplies 
to  a number  of  villages,  schemes  which  had  been  developed  in  the  inter- 
war yea.rs*  The  source  of  these  supplies  v;ere  wells,  springs  and  bore- 
holes* Heddon,  Kirkheaton,  Sto.mfordham  and  V/halton  were  supplied  in 
this  way.  In  other  villages,  notably  Stannington  and  Matfen,  private 
piped  supplies  were  developed. 


The  position  in  19^9  was 


Newcastle,  Gateshead  and 
Tynemouth  supply  . * 

Council  supplies  .*  ** 

Private  supplies  *•  .. 


Total  houses 


Houses 

Inside  Tap  Outside  Tap 


2,535  298 

195  113 

615  396 

3,343  807 

4,150 


In  the  last  twenty  years  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  mains  have  been 
extended  to  cover  the  whole  district,  with  the  exceptions  of  Belsay  and 
Caphcaton  villages,  which  have  a private  piped  supply.  There  are  also  a 
few  remote  houses  to  which  it  has  not  been  possible  to  extend  the  mains 
supply. 


AS  with  water  supply,  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  in 
the  area  have  gradually  been  improved  and  extended.  The  sanitary 
conditions  of  Dinnington  Colliery  gave  cause  for  concern  especially  after 
the  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  1906.  In  19^2  the  Council  were  receiving 
letters  from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  London  and  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  who  were  very  concerned  about  the  village.  ^0%  of  the 
houses  had  internal  water  supplies  and  the  remainder  had  standpipes  but 
there  was  no  drainage  of  surface  water,  the  yards  and  footpaths  were  not 
paved  and  all  the  houses  had  dry  closets.  This  miserable  state  of 
affairs  continued  until  1950  when  V/.C.s  were  installed. 


Refuse  collection  started  in  North  Gosforth  and  Fawdon  in  the  1920 ’s. 
The  service  extended  to  Pont eland  and  Heddon  during  the  war.  It  was  not 
until  the  1950 ’s  that  the  service  of  the  Council’s  own  workmen  extended 
to  the  whole  district.  Previously,  in  some  areas,  notably  Hazlerigg, 
Dinnington,  and  Brunswick  Village,  scavenging  was  done  by  the  colliery 
companies  who  owned  most  of  the  houses.  In  other  populated  areas 
private  contractors  took  on  the  work,  but  over  much  of  the  district  the 
service  did  not  exist. 
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Inspection  of  food  began  with  the  supervision  of  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds in  the  l880's.  In  1904  there  were  23  registered  dairies  in  the 
district  and  the  same  number  in  1920.  At  that  time  there  were 
milking  cows.  By  193^  there  were  110  cowkeepers  and  2,300  cows.  Most 
of  the  butchers  did  their  own  slaughtering  and  with  only  one  inspector, 
who  also  v/as  engineer  and  surveyor,  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out 
meat  inspection,  although  the  premises  were  regularly  visited. 

Houses  were  inspected  and  condemned  from  the  last  century  but  only 
in  extreme  cases.  The  Council  started  building  their  ov/n  houses  in 
1921  but  by  1928  only  I3S  were  completed. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  there  were  some  3»300  houses  in  the  district, 
of  which  33/0  were  in  good  condition,  33^o  had  defects  but  were  capable 
of  improvement  and  12/io  were  unfit.  Most  of  the  unfit  houses  were  in 
Dinnington  and  Brunswick  Village  and  were  dealt  with  in  the  early  1930’ s. 

V/hat  has  been  written  is  inevitably  incomplete  and  patchy.  Not 
much  has  been  said  about  the  period  from  1930  to  the  present,  v;hen  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  district  increased  by  two  and  a half  times,  and 
other  important  developments,  such  as  the  airport,  have  taken  place. 
During  this  time  the  nature  of  the  work  has  changed.  Most  of  the 
infectious  diseases  enquiries  are  in  connection  with  people  returning 
from  abroad.  The  public  health  inspectors  are  now  engaged  mostly  in 
work  with  housing  improvement,  food  inspection  and  clean  air,  although 
the  old  problems  in  connection  with  nuisances,  water  supply  and  drainage 
still  arise.  When  one  looks  at  the  early  part  of  the  century  and  com- 
pares the  services  of  the  present  day  it  is  easy  to  feel  complacent. 
Nevertheless  much  remains  to  be  done.  V/hile  infectious  disease  has 
largely  disappeared  one  must  remain  vigilant  to  see  that  it  does  not 
return.  The  field  of  environmental  health  will  always  provide  a 
challenge. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

1972 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ended  3^1  st 
December  1972. 

It  has  been  a year  of  steady  progress.  The  Castle  l/ard  No.  1 
(Newbiggin  Hall/Vihorlton  Grange)  Smoke  Control  Order  19^9  became 
fully  operative,  and  in  this  connection  the  Department  of  the  Environ- 
ment have  indicated  their  approval  in  principle  to  No.  2 (Parish  of 
Gosforth)  Smoke  Control  Order.  This  involves  1,336  properties  and  an 
area  of  902  acres. 

New  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Waste 
Act  1972  and  the  Agricultural  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1972  came 
into  force.  Particulars  under  these  headings  are  included  in  the 
report. 

Routine  work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene,  meat  inspection  at 
the  abattoir,  inspection  of  food  preparing  establishments,  offices  and 
shops,  has  been  maintained. 

Advantage  continued  to  be  taken  of  the  monetary  incentive  to 
improve  housing  standards.  During  the  year  208  houses  were  built  for 
private  ownership,  none  by  the  District  Council  but  two  by  the  County 
Council. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  proceeded  satisfactorily. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPSKVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 


The  following  milk  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959^” 

E,  & G.  Bell,  12  Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

K.  H.  Brown,  Ivy  House,  Kenton  Bank  Foot. 

D.  Cannon  & Son,  Breckney  Hill  Farm,  East  Heddon. 

D.  Cannon  & Son,  South  Dissington,  Dalton. 

Clarke  Bros.,  19  Northside,  Stamfordham. 

Melvin  Curtis,  236  Hexham  Road,  Throckley. 

J.  Ford,  Breckney  Hill  Farm,  East  Heddon. 

T.  E.  Forster,  Friendly  Buildings,  Dinnington. 

Gelders  (Confectioners)  Ltd.,  2 Merton  V/ay,  Ponteland. 

J.  G.  Hall,  2 Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

J.  A.  Herron,  16  Woodside,  Darras  Hall,  Ponteland. 

V’/,  P.  Irwin,  Kirkley  Hall  Farm,  Ponteland. 

Laws  Stores  Ltd. , 17/19  Merton  Road,  Ponteland. 

Laws  Stores  Ltd.,  4 Newlands  Avenue,  Melton  Park. 

John  8c  K.  M.  Lumley,  ’’Troy”,  Stamfordham. 

Stanley  Martin,  1 Sycamore  Avenue,  Darras  Hall,  Ponteland. 

Moores  (Grocers)  Ltd.,  Shopping  Centre,  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate. 
North  Eastern  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Dinnington. 

North  Eastern  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Hazlerigg. 

North  Eastern  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Ponteland. 

R.  W.  Rutherford,  3 Caroline  Cottages,  Fenwick. 

J.  F,  Smith,  V/est  House  Farm,  Stannington. 

T.  E,  Tailford,  Breckney  Hill  Farm,  East  Heddon. 

H.  Thompson,  Hawthorn  Cottage,  Brunton  Lane. 

Throckley  8c  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. , Matfen. 

Throckley  8c  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. , Stamfordham. 
Throckley  8c  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

K.  V/audby,  15/1?  Broadway,  Darras  Hall,  Ponteland. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  during  the 
year  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  and  their 
examination  results  are  as  follows :- 

Untreated  ,.  ..  ,,  18 

Pasteurised  ..  .,  31 
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Of  these,  seven  samples  of  ’Untreated’  and  three  samples  of 
’Pasteurised’  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test;  the 
remainder  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests# 

Five  samples  were  taken  at  schools  in  the  district;  one  failed 
to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test# 

Brucellosis  Incentive  Scheme 


There  are  within  this  district  3^  Brucellosis  accredited  herds# 
These  are  herds  where  Brucellosis  free  standards  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  been  achieved  and 
maintained. 

(b)  FOOD  PREMISES 


There  are  175  food  premises  in  the  district,  as  follows: 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  ••  ••  6 

Butchers  10 

Canteens  (industrial)  •#  ••  ••  2 

Chemists  ••  6 

Clubs  ••  * ,#  8 

Food  Manufacturers  ••  ••  »«  *.  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ••  ##  ••  ..  2 

Wet  Fish  Shops  •#  ••  ••  •«  •«  1 

Groceries  and  Provisions  ..  20 

General  Dealers  ••  ••  ..  22 

Greengrocers  #.  ••  ..  ,,  ,,  6 

Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens  9 

Public  Houses  and  Off-Licences  ##  36 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  ••  11 

School  Kitchens  and  Dining  Rooms  27 

Slaughterhouses  ..  ,,  ,,  1 

Confectioners 3 

Residential  Hotels  •#  2 

v/holesale  Butchers  •#  ••  ..  1 


175 


Of  these  premises,  53  are  registered  under  Section  I6  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955»  for  the  following  purposes 


Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ••  ..  44 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  and 

Preserved  Meats  ••  «,  ,,  9 


53 
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Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and 

Delivery  Vehicles)  Refflilations  19^6 

During  the  year,  29  mobile  shops  were  inspected.  V/hilst  most  of 
the  vehicles  were  clean  internally  and  complied  with  the  above 
regulations,  one  or  two  travelling  shops  do  create  a poor  impression 
simply  by  the  amateurish  painting  on  the  body  work,  obviously  done 
swiftly  to  avoid  loss  of  trading  time.  Proper  garage  accommodation 
too  appears  to  be  lacking  in  some  instances  where  a one-man  business 
operates  from  his  own  home. 

It  is  apparent  that  where  shops  are  available  within  easy  reach 
of  the  housewife,  van  trading  decreases,  even  more  so  where  shops 
remain  open  late  in  the  evening.  These  factors  appear  to  keep  the 
numbers  of  mobile  shops  to  a minimum. 

Problems  arose  in  three  instances,  all  in  connection  with  shelves 
being  overloaded  and  unopened  cartons  containing  various  commodities 
stored  on  van  floors,  the  working  arrangements  for  the  van  operator 
being  much  restricted  and  cleaning  made  difficult. 

(c)  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TRSATivlENT.)  RSGULATIONG,  1939 


Forty-four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  sixteen  from  mobile 
vendors  and  twenty-eight  from  registered  premises. 

Results  were  as  follows :- 


Mobile 

Premises 

Provisional 

Grade 

I • • • . 

10 

16 

Provisional 

Grade 

II  ..  •• 

6 

12 

16 

28 

(d)  FOOD  AI^ID  DRUGS  ACT,  19^9  - SAMPLING  OF  FOOD 

Saimpling  under  this  heading  is  a function  of  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  and  149  samples  were 
taken  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge, 
Chief  County  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  whose  co-operation  is 
gratefully  acknowledged. 
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Particulars  of  Samples  taken  in  Castle  Ward  Pvural 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1972 


Article  Sampled 

Mo. 

taken 

No.  sent 
to  Analyst 

Genuine 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Beer,  V/ines  and  Spirits 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Butter,  Margarine,  Lard, 

Cooking  Fats,  Cheese 
(including  Processed  Cheese) 

11 

11 

11 

Drugs,  Medicines  and  house- 
hold Medicaments 

1 

1 

1 

Fresh  Fruit,  Fresh  Vegetables, 
Dried  Fruit,  Tinned  Fruit  and 
Vegetables 

8 

8 

8 

Ice-cream 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jams,  Preserves,  Honey  and 
Jellies 

12 

12 

12 

Milk  and  Cream 

48 

2 

46 

2 

Pickles,  Sauces,  Vinegar  and 
Condiments 

9 

9 

9 

Sugar,  Sugar  Confectionery, 
Flour  Confectionery, 

Chocolate,  Chocolate 
Confectionery  and  Cereals 

8 

8 

8 

Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Beverages, 
Minerals  and  Cordials 

7 

7 

7 

Tinned  Meats,  Meat,  Meat 
Products  (including  sausages). 
Fish,  Fish  Products,  Fish  and 
Meat  Pastes 

13 

13 

13 

Miscellaneous 

30 

30 

30 

- 

149 

103 

14? 

2 
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No. 


Details  of  Unsatisfactory  Samples 


/article 


Remarks 


MR  794  Jersey  Milk  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Channel  Islands  and 

South  Devon  Milk)  Regulations,  195^ 
stipulate,  inter  alia,  that  milk  of  this 
description  should  contain  not  less  than 
by  weight  of  milk  fat.  The  sample 
contained  only  2.7/J  by  weight  of  milk  fat. 
The  County  Council  were  satisfied  that  the 
milk  retailer  could  establish  a defence  to 
proceedings  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1953  and  the  milk  producers  were  accordingly 
duly  prosecuted  for  the  offence  to  which 

they  pleaded  guilty.  A fine  of  £10  with  £6 
costs  was  imposed. 

W 491  Milk  The  analytical  results  indicated  that  the 

sample  contained  a minimum  of  2.35^  of 
extraneous  water  based  upon  the  presumptive 
minimum  standard  of  8.3/j  Not  Fat  Solids. 

The  sample  was  taken  from  a refrigerated 
bulk  storage  tank  and  the  presence  of  added 
water  could  not  be  adequately  accounted  for 
by  the  producer/seJ ler.  The  producer/seller 
undertook  to  carry  out  a full  enquiry  into 
the  matter  with  the  assistance  of  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board.  The  producer/seller  was 
cautioned  for  the  alleged  offence. 

(e)  COMPLAINTS  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 

FOOD  AiND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933  - SECTION  2 

During  the  year  four  complaints  were  received  under  this  heading. 
These  were  as  follows 

1.  Packet  of  cheese  affected  with  mould. 

2.  Insect  in  tin  of  garden  peas. 

3.  Glass  phial  in  bottle  of  milk. 

4.  Glass  phial  in  bottle  of  milk. 

In  the  two  cases  concerning  the  glass  phial  in  a bottle  of  milk  the 
complainant  was  the  same  person  and  the  glass  phials  were  found  to  be 
identical.  In  view  of  these  facts  the  complainant  was  advised  to  call  in 
the  police.  In  the  other  two  cases  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  firms 
concerned. 
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Particulars  of  Samples  taken  in  Castle  Ward  Pvural 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1972 


Article  Sampled 

Mo. 

taken 

No.  sent 
to  Analyst 

Genuine 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Beer,  V/ines  and  Spirits 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Butter,  Margarine,  Lard, 

Cooking  Fats,  Cheese 
(including  Processed  Cheese) 

11 

11 

11 

Drugs,  Medicines  and  house- 
hold Medicaments 

1 

1 

1 

Fresh  Fruit,  Fresh  Vegetables, 
Dried  Fruit,  Tinned  Fruit  and 
Vegetables 

8 

8 

8 

Ice-cream 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jams,  Preserves,  Honey  and 
Jellies 

12 

12 

12 

Milk  and  Cream 

48 

2 

46 

2 

Pickles,  Sauces,  Vinegar  and 
Condiments 

9 

9 

9 

Sugar,  Sugar  Confectionery, 
Flour  Confectionery, 

Chocolate,  Chocolate 
Confectionery  and  Cereals 

8 

8 

8 

Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Beverages, 
Minerals  and  Cordials 

7 

7 

7 

Tinned  Meats,  Meat,  Meat 
Products  (including  sausages). 
Fish,  Fish  Products,  Fish  and 
Meat  Pastes 

13 

13 

13 

Miscellaneous 

30 

30 

30 

- 

1^+9 

103 

14? 

2 

34 


SLAUGHTER  OF  POULTRY  ACT,  196? 

This  Act  makes  provision  for  the  humane  slaughter  of  poultry 
intended  for  human  consumption  and  the  registration  of  premises 
where  turkeys  or  domestic  fowl  are  stunned  before  slaughter. 

There  was  only  one  processing  station  in  the  District  registered 
under  the  Act  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  viz; 

R.  S.  V/right, 

Kirkley  Mill. 

Details  of  birds  processed  and  visits  made  are  given  below: - 


No.  of 

Number  of 

Birds  Processed 

Rejected 

V/eight 

Rejected 

(stones) 

visits 

Turkeys 

Ducks 

Hens 

Capons 

Broilers 

12 

500 

5?o 

18 

100 

3?^ 

i 

500 

2^ 

5 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1938 

LICENCES  TO  SLAUGHTER  AI^IIMilLS 


During  the  year,  two  licences  and  eight  renewal  licences  were 
issued. 


DETAILS  OF  ANB'iALS  SLAUGHTERED  AflD  INSPECT. 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  AND  OTIISR  ORGANS  CONDEMNED, 
SURRENDERED  AND  DISPOSED  OF 


FOR 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NIL 

FOR 

OTHER  DEFINED  DISEAS; 

2S 

BOVINE; 

Head  8c  Tongues 

14 

Hearts 

43 

Kidneys 

33 

Livers  (whole)  621 


(part)  700 


Lungs 

471 

Spleen 

2 

(■^  stone) 

Beef 

68 

stones 

Carcases 

19 

(458  stones) 

Abscesses  2,  Actinobacillosis  8, 
Actinomycosis  2,  Cysticercus  Bovis  1, 
Trauma  1 • 

Cysticercus  Bovis  Pericarditis  42. 

Fat  Necrosis  1,  Hydronephrosis  6, 
Nephritis  I6,  Retention  Cysts  11, 
Pyelonephritis  1. 

Abscesses  130?  Fascioliasis  334,  Fatty 
Degeneration  4,  Peritonitis  94, 
Telangiectasis  36,  Hydatid  Cysts  3* 

Fascioliasis  700. 

Abscesses  70,  Emphysema  13,  Fascioliasis 
45,  Pleurisy  338 i Pneumonia  2,  Melanosis 

Peritonitis  2. 


Traumatism  24^,  Peritonitis  13,  Gangrene 
1-J,  Severe  Bruising  27i. 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia  8f  Emaciation  1, 

Acute  Enteritis,  Pyrexia  8c  Ill-Bleeding  1, 
Acute  Peritonitis  & Emaciation  1, 
Septicaemia  1,  Johnes  Disease  8c  Emaciation 
4,  Peritonitis  8c  General  Oedema  1,  Septic 
Metritis  1,  Generalised  Oedema  8c  Emaciation 
2,  Metritis,  Emaciation  8c  General  Oedema  1, 
Lymphatic  Sarcoma  1,  Immaturity  3,  Acute 
Septic  Mastitis  2. 
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SHEEP: 


Hearts 

Livers 


Lungs 


8 

841 


1977 


Cysticercus  Ovis  1,  Pericarditis  7* 

Fascioliasis  717?  Abscesses  7» 
Cysticercus  Tenuicollis  23?  Parasites 
86,  Fatty  Change  1,  Peritonitis  7* 

Meullerius  Capillaris  l688,  Pneumonia 
240,  Pleurisy  42,  Parasites  6, 


Mutton  25^:  Septic  Pleurisy  6^j  ilrthritis  1-J, 

stones  Acute  Pleurisy  1,  Traumatism  4J, 
Malignant  Tumour  1-J,  Abscesses  3» 
Rib  Case  3^,  Tumour  1, 


Carcases  6l  Traumatism  & Injury  1,  Absccs.ses  8c 

(237i  stones)  Emaciation  3?  Generalised  Oedema  8c 

Emaciation  19 » Pyaemia  3?  Arthritis  8c 
General  Oedema  6,  Pyrexia,  Ill-Bleeding 
8c  Oedema  3,  Septic  /jrthritis  2,  Gangrenous 
Mastitis  2,  Dead  in  Lairage  3i  Septic 
Pleurisy/Pneumonia  4,  Emaciation  8c  Ill-Bled 
1,  Septic  Mastitis  8c  Emaciation  1,  Severe 
Bruising  4,  Gangrenous  Abscess  1,  Abdominal 
Abscess  8c  Septic  Peritonitis  1,  Emaciation 
8c  Oedema  2,  Acute  Septic  Metritis  1,  Septic 
Peritonitis  2. 


PIGS 


Heads 

3 

Retropharyngeal  Abscess  1 , Submaxillary 
Abscess  1,  Corynibacterium  1, 

Hearts 

124 

Pericarditis  124* 

Livers 

544 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  3'12i  Pericarditis  2, 
Cirrhosis  2,  Peritonitis  21,  Parasites  7* 

Lungs 

693 

Pneumonia  4o6,  Pleurisy  93?  Ill-Bled  I86, 
Pleurisy  8c  Pericarditis  8. 

Kidney 

2 

Hydronephrosis  2* 

Pluck 

42 

Pericarditis,  Peritonitis  8c  Pleurisy  42. 

Pork 

29i 

Gangrene  7»  Abscesses  1,  Severe  Bruising  3, 

stones  Arthritis  8,  Traumatism  Pt;,  Icterus  8. 
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PIGS  (Contd) 

Carcases  13  Acute  Enteritis,  Oedema  & Emaciation  1,  Animal 

(100  stones)  dead  in  lairage  1,  Arthritis,  Oedema  & Emaciation 

2,  Pyaemia  2,  Septic  Pneumonia,  Emaciation  & 
Deformity  1,  Abscess,  Acute  Arthritis  8t  Ill-Bled  1, 
Septic  Arthritis  & Emaciation  1,  Pneumonia  & 

Oedema  1,  Pleurisy,  Pyrexia  & Oedema  1,  Septicaemia 
Gangrenous  Abscess  1,  Pyrexia  1. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FOC®  ANBijILS  SLAUGHTERED 
AND  INSPECTED  IN  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS 


1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 


Cattle  (ex  cows)  5,8o7  5,1^2  6,088  6,252  5,398  5,633  5,'+91  5,537 


Cows  1,090  80k  618  618  585  1,77^  1,696  1,303 

Calves  168  162  147  20  11  I5  7 14 

Sheep  and  Lambs  14,772  l8,885  19,174  20,053  17,084  18,395  19,588  17,981 

Pigs  6,256  6,663  5,672  5,538  5,102  4,481  8,661  9,623 


28,093  31,656  31,699  32,481  28,180  30,298  35,443  34,458 


MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS.  1963 

HEAT  INSPECTION  (AMENDMENT)  REGULATIONS.  I97I 

Apart  from  outlining  the  criteria  on  which  inspection  is  baseci,  these 
regulations  also  specify  a scale  of  maximum  charges  which  may  be  made  by  a 
local  authority  for  inspections  carried  out.  The  1971  Regulations,  which 
came  into  force  on  l6th  August  197"^ » increased  these  maximum  charges.  In 
keeping  with  previous  practice,  the  Council  authorised,  with  effect  from 
13th  September  1971?  charges  below  the  maximum  prescribed,  as  follows 
(maximum  charges  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Bovine  animal  (other  than  a calf)  •••  15p  (l8p) 

Calf , pig  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^p  (5p) 

Sheep , lamb  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ( ^p) 

During  the  year,  charges  for  meat  inspection  recovered  by  the  Council 
amounted  to  £2,043,  which  goes  a considerable  way  to  making  the  meat 
inspection  service  self-financing. 
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SHEEP: 


Hearts 

Livers 


Lungs 


8 


1977 


Cysticercus  Ovis  1,  Pericarditis  7* 

Fascioliasis  717?  Abscesses  7? 
Cysticercus  Tenuicollis  23?  Parasites 
86,  Fatty  Change  1,  Peritonitis  7- 

Meullerius  Capillaris  1688,  Pneumonia 
240,  Pleurisy  42,  Parasites  6, 


Mutton  25i  Septic  Pleurisy  6-J,  ilrthritis  1^, 

stones  Acute  Pleurisy  1,  Traumatism  4^, 
Malignant  Tumour  1-J,  Abscesses  3? 
Rib  Case  34?  Tumour  1. 


Carcases  6l  Traumatism  & Injury  1,  Abscesses  & 

(237-J  stones)  Emaciation  3?  Generalised  Oedema  8c 

Emaciation  19?  Pyaemia  3?  Arthritis  8c 
General  Oedema  6,  Pyrexia,  Ill-Bleeding 
8c  Oedema  3?  Septic  /j^thritis  2,  Gangrenous 
Mastitis  2,  Dead  in  Lairage  3?  Septic 
Pleurisy/Pneumonia  4,  Emaciation  8c  Ill-Bled 
1,  Septic  Mastitis  8c  Emaciation  1,  Severe 
Bruising  4,  Gangrenous  Abscess  1,  Abdominal 
Abscess  8c  Septic  Peritonitis  1 , Emaciation 
8c  Oedema  2,  Acute  Septic  Metritis  1,  Septic 
Peritonitis  2. 


PIGS 


Heads 

3 

Retropharyngeal  Abscess  1,  Submaxillary 
Abscess  1,  Corynibacterium  1* 

Hearts 

124 

Pericarditis  124, 

Livers 

344 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  312,  Pericarditis  2, 
Cirrhosis  2,  Peritonitis  21,  Parasites  7* 

Lungs 

693 

Pneumonia  4o6,  Pleurisy  93?  Ill-Bled  186, 
Pleurisy  8c  Pericarditis  8. 

Kidney 

2 

Hydronephrosis  2, 

Pluck 

42 

Pericarditis,  Peritonitis  8c  Pleurisy  42. 

Pork 

29i 

stones 

Gangrene  7?  Abscesses  1,  Severe  Bruising  3, 
ilrthritis  8,  Traumatism  2.^^  Icterus  8. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSIMG 


A weekly  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  throughout  the 
thirteen  parishes,  covering  an  area  of  approximately  125  square  miles 
was  maintained.  In  addition,  daily  collections  were  made  from  a large 
hotel  and  the  North-East  Regional  Airport;  this  included  Saturday  and 
Sunday  collections  from  the  Airport  during  the  peak  holiday  season. 

A nominal  charge  is  made  for  collection  and  disposal  of  trade 
refuse.  Bulky  household  articles  (unwanted  furniture  etc.)  is 
collected  free  of  charge.  The  service  was  commenced  in  19^7*  At  that 
time  a vehicle  and  two  men  operated  on  a Saturday  until  12  o’clock. 

The  demand  for  this  service  has  steadily  increased;  it  is  now  not 
unusual  for  two  vehicles  and  four  men  to  be  employed  all  day  on  a 
Saturday. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  the  disposal  of  disused  and  abandoned 
motor  vehicles  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Civic  Amenities 
Act,  1967*  26  such  vehicles  were  disposed  of  during  the  year.  In  this 

connection  an  arrangement  with  a local  car  dismantler  ensures  an  efficient 
service  at  no  cost  to  the  ratepayer. 

Facilities  are  also  offered  to  residents  to  dispose  of  unwanted 
articles  including  garden  refuse  at  any  of  the  five  disposal  points  in 
the  district.  However,  the  practice  of  ”fly  tipping”  on  the  highway 
verges  still  continues.  It  can  only  be  assumed  that  the  offenders  are 
not  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

The  use  of  bulk  containers  (l£-  cu.yd.)  is  encouraged  for  large 
buildings,  i.e.  schools,  hotels,  etc.  Two  of  the  Council's  fleet  of 
vehicles  are  specially  equipped  for  handling  these.  This  method  of  stor- 
ing refuse  awaiting  collection  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  2-J  and  cu.ft. 
standard  bin.  Some  700  paper  sacks  containing  refuse  largely  from  Council 
houses  are  collected  weekly. 

The  Feasibility  Study  carried  out  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council's 
Management  Services  Unit  referred  to  in  last  year's  Annual  Report  was 
considered  by  the  Council  and  cleansing  employees.  A summary  of  the  report 
is  as  follows;- 

1.  Introduction 

Reference  to  meetings  with  officers  of  the  Council  and  employees 

concerned  in  the  day-to-day  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

2.  Findings  of  Survey 

A description  of  the  existing  system  of  refuse  collection  and 

disposal  including  number  of  manual  workers,  vehicles,  disposal 

points,  salvage  collection,  baling  of  salvage,  septic  tank  emptying 


service,  overtime  working,  Saturday  collection  of  bulky  household 
refuse,  i*e.  furniture,  etc.  Referring  to  productivity,  the 
report  states  ”The  organisation  and  method  of  working  appears  to 
have  been  well  thought  out,  and  this  is  reflected  in  a generally 
high  level  of  productivity", 

3#  Recommendations 

Recommended  that  a productivity  scheme  be  introduced.  This  to 
consist  of  the  measured  daywork  type,  A bonus  of  one- third  of 
basic  rate  will  be  paid  at  standard  performance  which  is  defined 
by  the  British  Standard  Institution  Glossary  of  Terms  in  Vi/ork 
Study  as  - 

"The  rate  of  output  which  qualified  workers  will  naturally 
achieve  without  over  exertion  as  an  average  over  the 
working  day  or  shift  provided  they  know  and  adhere  to  the 
specified  method  and  provided  they  are  motivated  to  apply 
themselves  to  their  work," 

It  became  evident  during  the  survey  that  the  majority  of  farms  do 
not  produce  a large  amount  of  refuse.  The  time  spent  travelling 
between  farms,  together  with  the  time  for  collecting  refuse  at 
farms,  was  approximately  16  minutes  per  farm,  xLlthough  the  present 
standard  of  service  provided  to  farms  by  the  Council  is  undoubtedly 
very  good,  the  cost  of  collecting  fairly  small  amounts  of  refuse  is 
relatively  high.  Reconsideration  of  the  frequency  of  collections 
from  farms  could  yield  significant  savings. 

4,  Effect  of  Productivity  Scheme 

Number  of  employees  - reduction  of  10  men. 

Financial  Effect 

In  1 970-71  the  total  wages  cost  for  all  36  employees  together  with 
the  general  foreman  was  £38,726  plus  oncost.  This  includes  payment 
for  overtime  working.  It  also  includes  the  wages  of  the  two  men 
employed  in  the  baling  shed.  It  has  already  been  recommended  that  a 
separate  productivity  scheme  should  be  introduced  for  these  two 
employees  and  it  is  considered  that  salvage  costs  should  be  met  from 
salvage  receipts.  For  this  reason  the  wages  of  the  two  salvage 
balers  have  been  deducted  from  the  total,  reducing  the  wages  cost  to 
£36,83^  plus  oncost. 

A reduction  of  ten  in  the  number  employed  would  result,  on  a pro-rata 
basis,  in  a reduction  in  the  annual  wages  cost  to  £26,324  plus  oncost. 
This  represents  an  annual  saving  of  £10,530  plus  oncost.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  rate  of  oncost  is  approximately  15:.’*  On  this  basis  the 
annual  saving  would  be  £12,110. 


42. 


The  payment  of  one-third  bonus  to  all  employees  except  the  two  men 
employed  in  the  baling  shed  would  cost  £8,775  P^r  year  plus  oncost, 
or  £10,091  including  oncost.  The  net  annual  saving  to  the  Council 
would  therefore  be  £2,019» 

This  saving  is  based  upon  present  methods  and  further  savings  could 
result  from  the  application  of  method  study  to  the  public  cleansing 
service.  The  saving  is  also  based  on  average  rates  of" pay  during 
I97O-7I  and  will  increase  as  the  general  level  of  wages  rises.  Due 
to  the  fact  that  it  will  initially  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
of  employees,  the  full  benefit  of  the  scheme  cannot  be  expected  until 
the  second  year  of  its  operation. 

5*  Cost  of  introducing  scheme  would  be  £840. 

6.  In  July  1972,  the  Regional  Organiser  of  the  General  8c  Municipal 

I'orkers*  Union  advised  his  members  that  the  report  was  not  acceptable 
in  its  present  form. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  implementation  of  a 
bonus  scheme.  The  reorganisation  of  local  government  which  takes  effect  on 
1st  April  1974  has  undoubtedly  influenced  the  delay  in  negotiations. 

SEPTIC  TiViNK  EMPTYING  SERVICE 


All  the  villages  in  the  District  are  provided  with  public  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works.  There  are  however  over  6OO  private  septic  tanks 
taking  the  drainage  from  isolated  houses.  A 1,000-gallon  four-wheel  drive 
cesspool  emptier  is  employed  on  this  work. 

This  is  a free  service  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  desludge  each 
tank  twice  a year.  There  are  some  instances  where  the  siting  of  the  tank, 
i.e.  in  fields,  when  according  to  either  weather  or  ’’crops”  conditions 
this  is  not  always  possible. 

The  occasion  does  arise  on  farm  premises  where  there  is  a septic  tank 
which  deals  exclusively  with  liquid  waste  from  byres,  milk  establishments, 
etc.  In  these  instances  the  farmer  usually  requests  the  desludging  of  the 
septic  tank  at  the  same  time  as  the  domestic  tank  is  being  serviced.  A 
charge  for  labour  and  running  costs  is  made  for  this  work. 


VEHICLES 


Tho  following  vehicles  are  employed  on  the  cleansing  service: 


RJE  394 

Thames  Trader 

1960 

1,000  galls. 

Cesspool  emptier. 

JNL  279D 

Shelvoke  & Drewry 

1966 

50  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader 
Pakamatic . 

LJR  840E 

Karrier  Bantam 

1967 

10  cu.yd. 

Side  loader. 

f JR  38 9F 

V'/eatherill 

1968 

4- wheel  drive 
loading  shovel. 

SNL  497G 

Shelvoke  8c  Drewry 

1969 

50  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader 

Paleamat  ic . 

UTY  136H 

Shelvoke  Sc  Drewry 

1970 

20  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader  fore 
and  aft  tipper. 

ATI  254k 

Karrier  Musketeer 

1971 

16/50  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader. 
Continuous  Impeller 

CTI  854k 

Karrier  V'/,C.4. 

1972 

10  cu.yd. 

Side  loader. 

CTY  855K 

Karrier  VJ,C.4. 

1972 

10  cu.yd. 

Side  loader. 

DJR  418K 

Shelvoke  8c  Drewry 

1972 

35  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader  fore 
and  aft  tipper. 

ENL  137L 

Shelvoke  8c  Drewry 

1972 

20  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader  fore 
and  aft  tipper. 

ENL  I5IL 

Karrier  Musketeer 

1972 

15/45  cu.yd. 

Rear  loader. 

V.C.7*  Continuous  Impeller. 

It  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  that  a number  of  the  refuse 
collecting  vehicles  could  not  be  adapted  to  comply  v/ith  the  braking  and 
plating  regulations.  Orders  were  placed  at  that  time  for  five  new 
vehicles, which  were  delivered  during  1972. 

In  accordance  with  the  Road  Safety  Act,  19^7  Part  II  Plating  and 
Testing  of  Goods  Vehicles,  all  the  refuse  collecting  vehicles  are  subject 
to  annual  testing  at  the  Department  of  the  Environment  Goods  Vehicle 
Centre,  Sandy  Lane,  Newcastle,  a.t  a cost  of  £5  per  test. 
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RICFUSE  DISPOSi\L 


Disposal  points  are  as  follows: 


1 


Belsay  Quarry. 


2. 


Heddon-on-the-'viall  Quarry. 


3. 


Kirkley  VJest  Thorn  Gravel  Pit 


4. 


Mill  Hill,  Dinnington. 


3. 


Robsheugh. 


6. 


Stannington 


A Joint  Working  Party,  representing  authorities  on  Tyneside  and 
V/earside,  set  up  to  consider  a report  on  regional  refuse  disposal, 
resulted  in  a decision  to  establish  incinerating  plants  at  strategic 
points  to  serve  the  region,  but  concluded  that  the  methods  employed  by 
this  Authority  for  many  years  were  still  the  most  suitable  for  this 
area.  The  problem  of  disposal,  and  collection,  is  made  more  acute  by  the 
increasing  bulk  of  refuse  due  to  ever  growing  quantities  of  paper  and 
other  packaging  materials.  The  disposal  problem  could  be  ameliorated  to 
a large  extent  by  pulverisation,  which  appreciably  reduces  bulk  and  makes 
for  more  efficient  use  of  tipping  space.  Pulverisation  plants  are  expen- 
sive, however,  and  demand  a central  disposal  point;  clearly  not  a 
practical  solution  in  a widespread  rural  area  without  a complete  re- 
organisation of  the  service  and  greatly  increased  costs. 

During  the  year,  the  disposal  point  at  Stobhill  was  levelled  with 
top  soil,  seeded  and  restored  for  agricultural  use.  Alternative  disposal 
points  for  Belsay  and  Stannington  will  be  needed  in  the  very  near  future. 

Deposit  of  Poisonous  V/aste  Act,  197P 

This  Act,  which  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  30th  March,  makes 
provision  for  the  strict  control  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
poisonous  or  noxious  waste  likely  to  give  rise  to  environmental  hazard: 
statutory  responsibility  for  enforcing  the  Act  has  been  placed  on  local 
authorities  as  defined  in  the  Act.  This  was  followed  by  an  exhaustive 
review  of  waste  disposal  facilities  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment. 
So  far  as  this  Authority  is  concerned,  the  review  involved  the  preparation 
of  detailed  plans  of  all  the  refuse  disposal  points  and  consultations  over 
a long  period  with  the  Department  and  the  River  Authority,  particular 
regard  being  paid  to  the  nature  of  the  material  deposited  and  the  possible 
effect  on  the  environment  in  general. 


CLEANSING  COSTS  FQK  THS  YEAR  ENDED  31 ST  MARCH  1973 


Volume  of  refuse  removed  96,830  cu.yds. 

Estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed  11,800  tons. 

Approximate  average  weight  per  house  per  annum  20.42  cv;ts. 

Average  volume  per  house  per  annum  •••••••»•••  8.38  cu.yds. 

Average  weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days)  17*12  cwts. 

Total  estimated  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
(Domestic,  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage)  and 
operation  of  septic  tank  emptying  service  £77,970 

Less  Income  from  Trade  Refuse,  Salvage  and 

chargeable  work  £.6,040 

Net  Cleansing  Cost  £7^,930 

Cost  per  house  per  annum  £6.22 

Cost  per  person  per  annum  £1.98 

Cost  on  Rates  in  the  £ £0.021 

SALVAGE 


Salvage,  in  the  form  of  waste  paper,  scrap  metal  and  rags,  is 
collected  with  the  normal  refuse  collection,  and  apart  from  conserving 
tipping  space,  its  sale  provides  an  acceptable  source  of  income.  The 
following  are  details  of  salvage  sold  during  the  year  ended  31st  March 

1973. 


Tonnes 

Newsprint  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

70.79 

73't.69 

Mixed  Paper  ...  •••  

33.13 

677.65 

Fibreboard  (cardboard)  ...  ... 

140.84 

1,586.25 

Ferrous  Metal  

6.90 

33.58 

Baled  Rags  •««  •••  ••• 

1.95 

30.70 

Wool  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

0.04 

6.56 

253.65 

3,069.43 

To  encourage  the  collection  of  salvage,  a quarterly  bonus  is  paid 
to  the  cleansing  staff  based  on  25/^  of  the  value  of  salvage  sold. 


MATm  SUPPLY 


The  greater  part  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  provided  with  a 
mains  water  supply  by  way  of  service  mains  laid  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  V/ater  Company  who  are  the  official  water  undertakers  to  the 
Council.  The  only  exceptions  are  where  the  cost  of  connection  to  the 
main  is  considered  prohibitive,  in  which  cases  these  premises  are 
served  by  their  own  private  supply.  In  addition,  the  villages  of 
Belsay  and  Capheaton  rely  on  estate  supplies,  which  are  adequate. 

Sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out  regularly, 
with  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  private  supplies. 

In  addition,  frequent  sampling  from  the  mains  supplies  is  carried 
out  by  the  Nev/castle  and  Gateshead  V/ater  Company.  Details  of  samples 
taken  by  the  Department  are  as  follows. 


i ■ i 1 

1 No.  of  * . 

i.  „ T , Classification 

Samples  i 

1 i 

i 

! 

Nev/castle  and  Gateshead  1 

Water  Company  mains  i 11 

i 

I I 

Private  supplies  j 9 

Private  supplies  j 3 

I I 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory  ! 

i 

Unsatisfactory  ! 

i 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  lead  content.  Both  were  found  to  contain  less  than  0.02 
r.P.M.  of  lead,  which  is  the  permitted  maximum. 

In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  a.ction  is  taken  to  restore 
the  supply  to  a wholesome  condition  or  to  connect  to  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company  main. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  D.  M.  Speed,  B.Sc.,  M.I.V/.E., 

Chief  Engineer,  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Viator  Company,  for  the 
following  informat ion: - 

Examination  of  Water  Supplies  in  the  Tyneside  Conurbation 

Calendar  Year  1972 


Chemical  Examination 


There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  average  chemical 
composition  of  the  water  supplied  for  domestic  consumption. 

Fluoridation  was  practised  at  the  Whittle  Dene  and  at  the 
Henderson  (Throckley)  Filter  Plants.  The  concentration  of  fluoride 
ion  was  maintained  at  1.0  milligrammes  per  litre,  the  optimum  dose 
for  the  promotion  of  dental  health. 

Bacteriological  Examination 

1036  works  control  samples  from  Whittle  Dene  and  Throckley  were 
examined  in  the  Company’s  laboratory:  all  were  ’’satisfactory”  save 
one  which  proved  ’’satisfactory”  after  checking. 

246  s^jnples  of  the  water  from  the  Coquet  Water  Board’s  Wa.rkworth 
plant  taken  at  the  Longbenton  Governor  House  (Sandy  Lane)  and  52 
samples  of  the  water  leaving  the  works  were  also  examined:  all  were 
’’satisfactory”. 

72  samples  were  taken  in  the  Rural  District  of  Castle  Ward 
during  1972.  /lLI  were  ’’satisfactory”  save  one  which  proved  ’’satis- 
factory” on  checking. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


It  is  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  so  far  as  practicable  that  their  District 
is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  To  do  this,  the  Council  have 
employed  a full-time  Pests  Officer  ever  since  the  above  legislation 
came  into  force. 

This  service  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  private  dwellings 
only.  \/here  treatment  is  carried  out  on  business  premises  an  hourly 
rate  is  charged.  The  amount  of  revenue  recovered  for  this  service 
amounted  to  £97*90  during  the  current  year. 

Among  the  insect  pests,  the  control  of  which  also  forms  part  of 
the  service,  Bryobia  Praetiosa,  or  clover  mite  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  has  been  more  troublesome  and  time- taking  than  in  previous 
years.  The  clover  mite,  a very  small  dark  red  insect  that  frequents 
grassland,  feeds  on  juices  of  grasses,  clover,  dandelion  and  other ^ 
plants.  For  this  reason,  dwellings  built  over  the  last  two  or  three 
years  v/ere  found  to  be  affected  more  than  older  houses.  V/hilst  they 
are  harmless  to  humans,  their  sudden  appearance  in  large  numbers  on 
walls,  windov/s  and  door  frames  can  perturb  householders. 

The  Council  continue  to  be  represented  on  the  Mid  Northumberland 
Area  Liaison  Committee,  co-ordinated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  This  is  an  active  group  which  meets  regularly  to 
discuss  current  problems  and  receive  latest  methods  of  treatment  for 
both  rodent  and  insect  infestations. 


Summary  of  V/ork  Carried  out  under  the  Act 


Typo  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  the  district 

11,109 

450 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

164 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

230 

34 

(ii)  Mice 

26 

34 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  thcan  notification 

348 

62 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

230 

34 

(ii)  Mice 

98 

34 

Other  Infestations  dealt  with 


•douse  Fly  •••  •••  •••  2 

Flea  •••  •••  •••  9 

l/asps  Nest  •••  •••  •••  ^7 

Clover  Mite 14 

Red  Spider  ...  *.*  3 

Coclcroach  ...  ...  •••  6 

Plaster  Beetle  ...  •••  2 

Silver  Fish  ••«  ...  •••  3 

Earwig  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Maggot  ...  •..  •••  2 
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HOUSING 


IMPROVICMENT  GR/iNTS 
HOUSIHG  ACTS  I969  & 1971 

s 

Some  300  local  authorities  throughout  the  country  form  those 
development  and  intermediate  areas  where  increased  grant  aid  for  home 
improvements  may  be  given,  A maximum  grant  of  £1,300  in  those  areas 
replaces  the  £1,000  grant  in  the  case  of  discretionary  grants,  and 
£675  where  a maximum  of  £430  existed  previously  in  the  case  of  standard 
grants,  where  work  is  completed  before  23rd  Juno  1974, 

The  intention  for  increasing  the  amount  of  grant  has  been  to 
encourage  both  private  owners  and  local  authorities  to  quicken  up  the 
pace  of  improvement  work. 

These  amendments,  made  under  the  Housing  Act  197'1i  had  the  desired 
effect  throughout  the  country,  being  reflected  within  this  District  by  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year. 

64  applications  were  approved,  affecting  100  dwellings  compared  with  24 
applications  involving  33  dwellings  in  1971* 

The  wide  coverage  devoted  to  this  subject  through  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles,  television  and  radio  has  resulted  in  many  enquiries 
being  received  from  ov/ners  within  the  district,  only  to  discover  that 
their  properties  or  the  type  of  work  they  intended  to  carry  out  were  not 
eligible  for  grant  assistance.  This  added  greatly  to  the  work  of  the 
Department,  for  in  most  instances  visits  had  to  be  made  to  dwellings  in 
question  before  a final  judgment  could  be  made. 

V/hat  did  become  apparent  during  the  year  was  the  rather  sudden 
increase  in  the  purchase  price  of  older  type  dwellings  coinciding  with 
the  availability  of  increased  grants,  properties  in  v/hich  persons  other 
than  sitting  tenants  had  previously  shown  no  interest.  Their  cost  has 
now  reached  a level  which,  together  with  higher  building  prices,  is 
beyond  the  purchasing  power  of  those  occupiers  who  might  otherwise  have 
become  owner  occupiers. 

Neither  was  this  situation  helped  when  the  Department  of  the  Environ 
ment  brought  to  an  end  - except  in  special  circumstances  - applications 
for  improvement  grants  in  excess  of  £1,300  which  they  had  hitherto 
approved. 

V/hatever  disadvantages  the  latest  grant  system  has  created  there 
has  been  within  the  District,  particularly  at  Ilazlerigg,  a marked  improve 
ment  in  that  area,  where  a large  number  of  the  140  dwellings,  some  80 
years  old,  have  now  been  improved.  The  improvement  is  being  enhanced  by 
major  works  of  improvement  being  carried  out  on  134  Council  houses  close 
by. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


DISCAETION/iHy  GRANTS 

1.  No,  of  dwellings  for  which  applications 

were  received  ,,,  ,,,  , 

2,  No,  of  applications  rejected  •••  , 

3*  No,  of  applications  apjjroved  «••  , 

4,  No.  of  dwellings  improved  ,••  «,, 

The  average  grant  approved  per  dwelling  , 

6,  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 
aid  since  inception  of  the  scheme  • 


STAND/iRD  GR.U^TS 


1. 

No, 

of  applications  received 

• • • 

2, 

No  • 

of  applications  completed 

e • • 

3- 

No. 

of  houses  provided  with  - 

(a) 

bath  or  shower 

• • • 

(b) 

Wash-hand  basin  

• • % 

(c) 

hot  water  supply 

• • • 

(d) 

internal  water  closet  ... 

• • • 

(e) 

sinR  ,.,  ...  ,.. 

• • # 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

I,  No.  of  houses  demolished 


2. 


No,  of  houses  made  fit  by  informal  action 
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ATr'IOSPH.^IC  POLLUTION 


CLE/iN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


The  Castle  V/ard  No.  1 (Newbiggiri  Hall/v/horlton  Grange)  Smoke 
Control  Order  I969  became  fully  operative  on  1st  June  1972, 
follov/ing  the  installation  of  a gas-fired  district  heating  unit  to 
each  of  the  four  groups  of  aged  persons  bungalows.  These  v/ere  the 
dwellings  to  which  the  Suspension  of  Smoke  Control  -(Castle  Ward 
Rural  District  Council)  Order  19?1  referred.  This  means  that  5,245 
properties  spread  over  306  acres  are  now  within  a smoke  controlled 
area.  ' " 

Observations  made  throughout  the  estate  on  different  occasions 
revealed  five  contraventions.  • Each  tenant  reacted  immediately  upon 
an  informal  notice  and  ceased  burning  bituminous  fuel. 


ATxiOSPRSRIC  POLLUTION  - PONTELfllD' 


The  volumetric  gauge  sited  at  the  Council  Offices,  Ponteland, 
continues  to  function  satisfactorily,  and  reproduced  overleaf  is  a 
table  showing  the  monthly  maximum,  minimum  and  average  concentrations 
of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  during  1972.  A comparative  table  is 
also  shown  of  monthly  averages  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  concen- 
tration compiled  with  the  kindly  assistance  of  the  Health  Departments 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  Newburn  Urban 
District  Council. 
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SMOKE  and  S.O2  AVERAGES 
( M ic r ogr aume g/ Cubic  metre) 


POMTELAND 


SMOKE 

S.02 

DATS 

M/J-: 

MIN 

AVjSRAGS 

MAi: 

MIN 

AVERAGE 

Jan 

158 

8 

50.6 

135 

25 

66.6 

Feb 

106 

4 

50.8 

209 

28 

81.7 

March 

24c 

4 

68.1 

220 

12 

93.2 

April 

35 

6 

20.5 

56 

8 

20.1 

May 

90 

4 

25.5 

68 

12 

49.3 

June 

^7 

4 

16.6 

100 

12 

35.7 

July 

41 

3 

15.1 

72 

6 

29.0 

Aug 

56 

6 

16.5 

62 

12 

27.2 

Sept 

66 

8 

24.9 

86 

6 

30.2 

Oct 

98 

5 

42.7 

152 

12 

49.8 

Nov 

106 

7 

29.2 

112 

8 

28.3 

Dec 

172 

12 

61.9 

282 

8 

84.1 

COMPi'J^ATIVS  TiiBLE  - 1972 
MONTHLY  average 


SMOKE 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Pont eland 

50.6 

50.8 

68.1 

20.5 

25.5 

16.6 

15.1 

16.5 

24.9 

42.7 

29.2 

61.9 

V/esterhope 

105.4 

78.0 

100.0 

49.8 

45.0 

42.3 

31.0 

29.0 

57.0 

96.0 

73.0 

113.0 

Blakelaw 

94.6 

108.0 

138.0 

38.6 

41.7 

32.8 

28.4, 

34.6 

51.4 

88.8 

68.8 

112.0 

Laing  /irt 
Gallery 

157.8 

•K 

* 

49.1 

49.8 

49.0 

47.5 

41.7 

72.8 

112.2 

105.7 

13'!. 1 

S.O2 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

iipr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Ponteland 

66.6 

81.7 

93.2 

20.1 

49.3 

35.7 

29.0 

27.2 

30.2 

49.8 

28.3 

84.1 

V/esterhope 

64.6 

63.0 

74.9 

33.7 

^.0 

40.8 

40.0 

38.0 

58.0 

101.0 

63.0 

124.0 

Blakelaw 

68.8 

88.6 

81.3 

44.7 

51.6 

45.0 

47.0 

42.4 

83.8 

128.0 

119.4 

202.8 

Laing  /irt 
Gallery  , 

148.1 

♦ 

* 

111.4 

99.4 

101.4 

93.7 

72.4 

146.4 

186 .6 

202.2 

236.4 

♦ 


No  figures  available 
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SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  POLLUTION 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FOR  1972  (MICROGRiU^I  PER  CUBIC  METRE) 

PONTELAND 


w 


Smoke 
S • 0^ 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  I3S,  a decrease  of  two  on  last  year’s  figure.  Of  this  total,  two 
premises  were  registered  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  receiving  a general  inspection 
during  the  year  was  I3S,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 
was  159* 

Number  and  Type  of  Premises  Registered 


' 

CLASS  OF  PREMISES 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
inspected 
during  year 

Offices  

2- 

34 

34 

Retail  Shops  •••••• 

- 

76 

76 

V/holesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses  •••••••. 

4 

4 

Catering  Establish- 
ments and  Canteens 

24 

24 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

Totals; 

2 

138 

138 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  V/ork  Place 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices  

295 

Retail  Shops  

3'+3 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

44 

Catering  Establishments  

211 

Canteens  

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  •••••••••• 

- 

Total: 

894 

Total  Males: 

387 

Total  Females: 

507 
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No  applications  v;ere  received  during  the  year  for  exemptions  in 
respect  of  space,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities.  The  number  of  exemptions,  therefore,  remains  at  nil. 

During  the  year,  nine  minor  contraventions  concerning  cleanliness, 
clothing  accommodation  and  first  aid  were  dealt  with  informally. 

Nine  notifications  of  accidents  were  received  and  investigated. 


ANIMAL  BO/iRDING  EST;JBLISHMENT  ACT  I963 

One  licence  to  keep  an  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  was  issued 
during  the  year. 

LOCAL  GOVERNl-lENT  ACT  189^ 

GAME  ACT  1831  (licence  TO  IN  G/J4E) 

Two  Game  Dealer’s  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year.  This 
allows 'tjie  holder  to  buy  game  from  any  person  so  authorised,  and  to 
'sell  it  from  his  own  premises  within  the  district. 

■LCRIJ>  METiJ.  DE/XSRS  ACT  1964 

No  applications  were  received  for  registration  under  the  above  Act 
during  the  year.  • 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT' 

Only  one  complaint  of  noise  was  received  during  the  year.  This 
was  due  to  a compression  unit  at  a supermarket  refrigerator.  After 
mechanical  attention  to  the  motor  the  nuisance  was  resolved. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAIL^/AY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  I3S,  a decrease  of  two  on  last  year’s  figure.  Of  this  total,  two 
premises  were  registered  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  receiving  a general  inspection 
during  the  year  was  I3S,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 
was  159* 

Number  and  Type  of  Premises  Registered 


' 

CLASE  OF  PREMISES 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
inspected 
during  year 

Offices  

Z- 

34 

34 

Retail  Shops  •••••• 

- 

76 

76 

bliolesale  Shops  and 
Warehouses  •••••••• 

4 

4 

Catering  Establish- 
ments and  Canteens 

24 

24 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

Totals; 

2 

138 

138 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  V/ork  Place 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

295 

Retail  Shops  

3'+3 

Vi/holesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

44 

Catering  Establishments  ••••• 

211 

Canteens  ••.•••••••••••••••••• 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  •••••••••• 

- 

Total: 

894 

Total  Males: 

387 

Total  Females: 

507 
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DEFECTS  FOUND 


PARTICULi\RS 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL: 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

A 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 

4 

- 

1 

- 
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The  following  report  has  been  provided  by  the  i^ngineer  and 
Surveyor,  Mr.  G,  E.  Dimmack,  F.I.  Hun.E. , F.I.P.H.S;- 


SE1//ERAGE  AMD  SEV/AGE  DISPOSAL 

r 

At  the  3^1  st  December  1972  the  Council  controlled  24  sewage 
treatment  works,  as  follows 


1. 

Belsay 

14. 

Milbourne  (Village) 

2. 

Berv/ick  Hill 

15. 

Ogle 

3o 

Capheaton 

16. 

Ponteland  (Collingwood 

4. 

Dalton 

Cottages) 

5. 

Fenwick 

17. 

Ryal 

6 . 

Harlow  Hill 

18. 

Stamfordham 

7. 

Heddon  Hall 

19. 

Stannington  Station  Road 

8. 

H e ddo  n-  0 n- 1 he  - V/ al  1 

20. 

Stannington  Village 

9. 

Ingoe 

21. 

Stannington  - Netherton 

10. 

Kirkheaton 

Training  School 

11. 

Mat fen  (Standing  Stone) 

22. 

V/allridge 

12. 

Milbourne  (Belsay  Road) 

23. 

V/halton 

13. 

Milbourne  (Hall  Farm) 

24. 

Mat fen 

together  with  10  pumping  stations  through  which  sev/age  is  passed  to 
either  sewage  treatment  works  or  the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint 
Sewerage  Board  or  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  mileage  of  the 
various  foul  and  surface  water  sev/ers  together  with  pumping  mains 
that  are  maintained  by  the  Rural  District  Council;- 


LOCATION 


SEPARATE  SYSTEMS  I COMBINED 


FOUL 


SURFACE  i 
WATER  . 


; PUI^IPING  i NO . OF 


Length  of  Sewers  in  Lin. Yds. j 


MAINS  ; M/JNHOLES 


BELSAY 


733 


11 


BERV/ICK  HILL 


467 


7 


BRUNTON  PARK 


"i  6781  ! 7067 


243 


BURN  CLOSE 
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SEPARATE  SYSTEMS 

COMBINED 

LOCATION 

FOUL 

SUPJ’ACE 

WATER 

PWiPING 

MAINS 

NO.  OF 
MANHOLES 

Length  of  Sewers 

in  Lin.Yds. 

DiVRRAS  HALL 

23094 

20932 

62 

459 

DINNINGTON 

9083 

4936 

3387 

67 

FENWICK 

340 

3 

FRENCHMAN’S  ROW 

600 

3 

HAZLERIGG 

752 

1126 

3015 

81 

HEDDON-ON-  THE-V/ALL 

677 

9761 

545 

189 

KEI'JTON  BANK  FuOT 

269 

295 

2600 

44 

KIRKHEATON 

400 

16 

MILBOURNE 

476 

7 

OGLE 

933 

11 

PONTELmNfD 

8081 

6231 

7641 

3163 

451 

RYiLL 

362 

6 

STAMFORDHAM 

449 

372 

3855 

30 

73 

ST/iNNINGTON 

7323 

727 

37 

STANDING  STONE 

175 

3 

V/HALTON 

103 

103 

883 

12 

V/OOLSINGTON 

15557 

15164 

18657 

1007 

TOTALS: 

65522 

56923 

60857 

7914 

2786 

EQUIVALENT 

MILEAGE  OF 

EACH  TYPE 

37.32 

52.3^ 

.34.60 

4.60 

TOTAL  MILEAGE  OF  iVLL  TYPES  = 108,86 
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DISPOSAL  OF  SEV/AGS  TO  NEIGHBOURING  AUTHORITIES 

(a)  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council 

893  houses  at  Brunton  and  Melton  Park,  together  with  the  sewage 
from  the  Gosforth  Park  Hotel,  discharge  to  sewers  belonging  to 
the  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council  and  also  directly  to  the 
Ouseburn  Sewer. 

(b)  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  draining  to  the  East  and  V/est 
Pumping  Stations  at  Dinnington  and  from  Hazlerigg  and  Brunswick 
Village  to  the  Longbenton  U.D.C,  Sewer  at  Seaton  Burn  School  was 
1,27^  at  31st  December  1972. 

(c)  Newburn  Urban  District  Council 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  connected  to  this  Authority's 
sewer  is  47. 

(d)  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

(i)  Brunton  Park 

Total  number  of  houses  discharging  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer 
is  419.  (This  figure  is  included  in  the  gross  figure 
referred  to  above  in  paragraph  (a). 

(ii)  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate 

2,119  houses  and  flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouse- 
burn Sewer  via  the  Council's  Trunin  Sewer  from  Brunton 
Bridge  to  Point  'Z'  at  Fawdon. 

(iii)  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  (Phase  1A) 

905  houses  and  flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Black 
Swine  Sewer  at  Denton  Burn. 

( iv)  Whorlton  Grange  Estate 

276  houses,  8 factories  and  1 service  station  discharge 
by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer  via  the  Council's  Trunk 
Sewer  at  Brunton  Bridge. 

(v)  Ponteland,  Parras  Hall,  Woolsington  Main  Drainage 

Sewage  discharges  by  gravity  and  pumping  to  the  head  of 
the  Corporation's  Ouseburn  Sewer,  the  present  average 
rate  of  flow  being  approximately  1.5  million  gallons  per 
day. 
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CONCLUSION 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  to  Dr,  H.  C,  T,  Smith,  I express  my  thanks 
for  the  support  rendered  me  throughout  the  year,  and  to  all  Chief 
Officers  and  Officers  for  their  co-operation, 

I also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  department  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr,  J, 
Taylor,  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr,  R,  Hardy,  Mr,  F.  V/. 
Higgins  and  Mr,  A,  McLaren,  the  Rodent  Officer,  a team  of  experienced 
officers  whose  Imowledge  of  the  Rural  District  is  firmly  established. 

The  clerical  work  of  the  department  has  been  v/ell  taken  care  of 
by  the  efficient  application  of  Mrs,  0.  Newton  and  her  assistant. 

Miss  H,  l/eir. 


